The title of this book accurately describes its contents which are presented in a didactic tabular form with numbered sentences, opposite which are brief explanatory phrases giving some of the physiological, pharmacological or practical reasons for the opinions expressed. This method of presenting the information makes it difficult to stress the relative values of the various points which are considered, and unfortunately these are seldom even enumerated in the order of their importance.
The reviewer finds himself out of sympathy with this approach in a volume of this magnitude, and feels that the omission of any discusson of basic physiological principles has resulted not only in much needless repetition but has also tended to impair the value of many of the-admittedly condensed-opinions presented.
It may seem churlish thus to criticize a work which has been reprinted six times, but as it is now offered in a greatly enlarged second edition this failure to stress the important points out of a mass of tabulated data becomes more noticeable, and may even be considered misleading to the point of being dangerous.
The section on succinyl-choline, for example, includes without any amplification other than that it is a disadvantage of the drug, the statement "In some individuals. an apnoea may result (central depression)". It is not made clear that respiratory paralysis from peripheral neuro-muscular block is to be expected in every case, except perhaps when only extremely small doses are administered. On the other hand the section on controlled respiration makes no mention of the relaxant drugs which so facilitate this now commonplace procedure and obviate the necessity of giving large doses of drugs which depress the central nervous system. To the English anxsthetist the cursory mention given to the muscle relaxants and to controlled respiration is indeed surprising in an anesthetic treatise published in 1956. He will also feel, perhaps, that in the section on spinal analgesia the author lags behind contemporary thought in not stressing the importance of autoclaving all drugs and equipment used for this purpose. Again, in the section on rectal anasthesia there are nine pages devoted to the obsolescent Avertin while a further page is given to trichlorethanol-a drug long abandoned in this country as too dangerous.
There are many other opinions expressed in these pages which invite comment, but the author in his introduction has disarmed the critic by pointing out the impossibility of assembling a book of techniques which would please every anesthetist; as he rightly says the subject is not one to be learnt from a book.
Nevertheless, this volume contains much useful information; it will give the junior anesthetist an idea of the wide scope of his specialty and of the many procedures he will have to study, and may also provide his teacher with some conveniently assembled data on which to base his lectures.
Atlas of Exfoliative Cytology. Supplement 1. By George Papanicolaou, M.D., Ph.D.
(Illustrated; 32s.) London: Harvard University Press. Cumberlege. 1956. The present supplement-the first to be issued-to Dr. Papanicolaou's Atlas of Exfoliative Cytology contains sixteen new coloured plates together with the appropriate letterpress. Most of the plates present three photomicrographs of each tumour-two of conventional histological sections at low and high power and one of cells from the same neoplasm as seen in exfoliative smears. Such comparisons are of great value to pathologists seeking to learn more about these newer diagnostic methods and to correlate the appearances in smears with those in paraffin sections with which they are more familiar.
In this supplement, four new plates each are devoted to the female genital and the respiratory systems, two each to the male genital and the digestive systems and the remainder to the breast and to various exudates. The technical production of these coloured plates is of a very high quality, and when used by pathologists who have mastered the author's staining techniques-as described in the main volume-the illustrations included in this supplement should prove of further help in accurate exfoliative cytological diagnosis.
Blood Transfusion in Clinical Medicine. By P. L. Mollison, M.D., M.R.C.P. 2nd edit.
(Pp. xxv+587; illustrated. 45s.) Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications. 1956. Dr. Mollison's monograph, now in its second edition, is, in the reviewer's opinion, without question the most complete and authoritative work on blood transfusion now available in English. It is particularly valuable because it is written by a man whose extensive and MARCH
